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“Stereotype threat: how it affects us and what we can do about it”

Claude M. Steele is the I. James Quillen Dean for the School of Education at Stanford
University. He is recognized as a leader in the field of social psychology and for his
commitment to the systematic application of social science to problems of major societal
significance.

His research focuses on the psychological experience of the individual and, particularly, on
the experience of threats to the self and the consequences of those threats. His early work
considered the self-image threat, self-affirmation and its role in self-regulation, the academic
under-achievement of minority students, and the role of alcohol and drug use in self-
regulation processes and social behavior. While at Stanford University, he further developed
the theory of stereotype threat, designating a common process through which people from
different groups, being threatened by different stereotypes, can have quite different
experiences in the same situation. The theory has also been used to understand group
differences in performance ranging from the intellectual to the athletic.

This talk is part of the Psychology Diversity Science Initiative Lecture Series. This initiative aims to
advance theoretical and research perspectives on underrepresented minority groups in the behavioral
sciences.

This sertes is sponsored by the UCLA Psychology Department, the Dean of Life Sciences and the Office for
Faculty Diversity & Development



